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Homestretch to Freedom

The Second Year of the 13th Government Program

Palestine: Ending the Occupation, Establishing the State

A Palestinian state enjoying sustainable economic development, efficient service delivery, and governed by rule of law is at the heart of the government’s program for 2010-11, which was released today. The report, ‘Homestretch to Freedom’, sets out how the government intends to build on the achievements of the last year in the second and final year of the program to establish the institutions of state.
    The Prime Minister, Dr Salam Fayyad, said: ‘Through the priorities set out in this document, the Government hopes to demonstrate its absolute commitment to completing the journey towards ending the occupation and establishing the state.’
     There are three tenets to the Palestinian agenda for independence: the political process and activities led by the PLO, state-building, and peaceful resistance to the occupation.
     Dr Fayyad said: ‘The Government will continue to support citizens’ steadfastness and perseverance on their homeland by working to improve their quality of life, and responding proactively to their social and economic needs. This commitment applies to the entire homeland on the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip, without regard to their designation as ‘Area A’, ‘Area B’ or  ‘Area C’. This is a single political and geographic entity on which the State of Palestine will enjoy full sovereignty.’

     Publication of the plan follows the announcement of a return to direct negotiations.  The government’s program ‘complements the PLO’s endeavors’, the Prime Minister says. 
    The national goal is the creation of a Palestinian state in 2011. 
    ‘Hard work, coupled with faith in our ability to create positive facts on the ground, will clear our path to freedom,’ said the Prime Minister. ‘We need stronger institutions both to expedite the end of the occupation and to secure the long-term future of a unified and democratic State of Palestine.’
    The Prime Minister’s introduction highlights four priority areas of state-building, while the report lists specific aims and objectives across the whole range of government activity during this year of challenge and opportunity:

1) provide a safe and secure environment for all, while fully respecting citizens’ rights
· strengthening the justice system including by hiring new judges and judicial staff, to speed up access to fair trials
· a penal system that respects human rights
· upgrade the capacity of law enforcement while safeguarding citizens’ rights - establishing national forensic center alongside 4 district-based forensic units, and strengthening crime scene investigation capacity
· encourage civil society organizations to monitor and publicly report on the performance of public institutions in relation to human rights

2) improve the performance, transparency and accountability of the public sector through reforms aimed at tackling waste, inefficiency and corrupt practices
· administrative reforms to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the public sector
· fortify efforts to tackle corruption and adhere to relevant international conventions by strengthening investigation and enforcement institutions
· the government will promote freedom of speech through an audiovisual law in line with international standards, and hold itself accountable and responsible to citizens. Creation of a public service broadcaster governed by an independent board of trustees; making government moreresponsive to the people by opinion polling on government delivery of services.
3) improve the quality of public services

· modernization of the education system. Over $55 million allocated to higher education to provide scholarships for 1200 students loans and grants for needy students, support students with special needs, scholarships and tuition reductions for students specializing in medicine, science, and technical specialties, and direct financial support for universities to enrich their educational and research programs. Renovating and expanding  school infrastructure - building 700 new classrooms, renovating 35 schools in the West Bank, including 20 schools in East Jerusalem, and equipping 100 school libraries, computer labs, special needs units, and 50 science laboratories.
· extend health insurance coverage and promote quality improvements in health care services Fourteen hospitals within the West Bank and Gaza will undergo renovations and/or expansion to include one or more of the following services: specialized surgery units, cardiac care and heart surgery units, birthing units.
· promote arts and culture. Develop plans to construct the Freedom Palace of Children; equip eight libraries in Jerusalem and in marginalized areas; support 20 cultural centres, particularly in Jerusalem and in marginalized areas.
· empower women in Palestine and ensure their full contribution to the endeavor to build the state (a Draft Law on the Protection of Women against domestic violence; work to ensure that the Penal Code, the Law on Penal Procedure, and the Law on General Amnesty are free of gender-based discrimination.
4) enable private sector growth, through legal, regulatory and administrative reform, as part of the effort to achieve greater economic self-reliance (Reduce recurrent deficit in the budget to approximately 13% of GDP in 2011 compared to 18% in 2010 and 22% in 2009) such that external aid needed to fund recurrent expenditures will be reduced from about USD 1.8 billion in 2008 to USD 1.0billion in 2011)
· promote growth and exports in the agriculture and tourism sectors, whilst engaging in longer-term efforts to build the productive base of the national economy (Complete infrastructure works at industrial estates in Jenin, Bethlehem and Jericho)
· build closer ties with international trade bodies, markets and businesses (Identify and study 10 strategic markets in which Palestinian products enjoy a competitive advantage and implement export promotion programs in 5 markets.)
· explore opportunities for partnership between the public and private sectors

The government will work for the lifting of the siege on Gaza and take measures to alleviate poverty,  by delivering regular cash assistance to approximately 74,000households in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; increasing percentage of beneficiaries from aid in the Gaza Strip from

60% to 80% of the total beneficiaries. Gaza will benefit from improvements in health care. The government will  establish a cardiology surgery unit at the Gaza European Hospital; rebuild and equip the Dar ash Shifa’ Hospital in Gaza; restore the Nasser Surgical Hospital in Khan Yunis; and start rehabilitation of the Palestine Red Crescent Society medical centre and hospital in Gaza city.
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